ELECTION OF A COMMON COUNCILLOR FOR FARRINGDON WITHIN:
WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 2019

Cutlers’ Hall, Warwick Lane, London EC4M 7BR, from 8am to 8pm

For an independent and effective voice in the
Ward,
vote for
Virginia Rounding

My pledges
• I will not make false or reckless promises just to get your vote but, if elected, I
will always be attentive to your concerns and argue forcefully on your behalf
for what can be achieved.
• I will work to make it easier for those who live and/or work in the Ward to
report issues of concern and to be sure that their comments, queries or
complaints are followed up.
• I will maintain pressure on City planners to improve the management of shared
space, so that all road users, including pedestrians, can move around the
City in safety.
• I will work with the existing team in this and neighbouring Wards to maintain
pressure on TfL to re-address traffic flow and crossing times at Ludgate
Circus.
• I will champion the needs of the City of London Police in resisting further budget
cuts.

Email: roundingvirginia@gmail.com
Mobile: 07956 581675

• I will be an independent, non-party-political, voice in representing your concerns
and working to improve the quality of life in our Ward, our City, and
wherever the City Corporation’s influence extends.

Twitter: @VRounding
Blog: virginiarounding.org

To do this, I need your vote
on 24th July.
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I have been involved in City of London life since I first
moved into a flat in Long Lane in 1997. My side of the
street was then in Farringdon Without, boundary
changes bringing it 'Within' a few years later. I
subsequently moved out of the Ward, but continued
to be closely involved with it through my long-term
association with the Priory Church of St Bartholomew
the Great, and now work only a few minutes' walk
away.
I was a Councillor for the Ward from 2011 to 2017
and, in these last two years away from the Court of
Common Council but still in the City, I have taken the
time to reflect: on my personal achievements - on
'what I have done and what I have left undone' - and,
more widely, on what works well in how the City
Corporation manages itself and on what needs to
change. I would now like to take up the cudgels again
on behalf of residents and workers in the Ward.
I have also focused on the Ward in my profession as a
historian and writer, my most recent book (published
by Macmillan in 2017) having been The Burning Time:
The Story of the Smithfield Martyrs, described in The
Times as 'gruesomely entertaining'. I believe my
historical perspective assists in understanding how
change and development have affected, and will
continue to affect, the area, and enables me to
approach such change with sensitivity for the needs of
residents and other stakeholders.
In the other aspect of my professional life, I have been
Clerk to the Worshipful Company of Builders'
Merchants, a Modern Livery Company, for nearly three
years, having previously been Clerk to the Guild of
Public Relations Practitioners - and, before that, having
worked in administrative roles for various
organisations, including St Bartholomew the Great, the

Tavistock Institute of Human Relations, and the
Consort of Musicke, a renowned vocal and
instrumental ensemble.
During my earlier six years as a Common Councillor,
I worked with other Councillors and local residents to
address noise issues in various parts of the Ward,
including Carter Lane and Cloth Fair, and took an
active role in both licensing and planning matters, in
formulating objections where appropriate and assisting
others to do so. I also chaired two Corporation
committees: the Hampstead Heath Management
Committee and the Housing Management SubCommittee, which looks after the City's almshouses
and social housing estates, located in the City and in
several neighbouring boroughs.

Virginia was fantastic to work with. She was knowledgeable,
understood the issues facing residents, approached
problems with immense common-sense, and was always
prepared to speak up and fight for local people. As Chair
of Housing Sub-Committee, she was passionate about
social housing, and helping vulnerable tenants in particular.
Residents appreciated her compassion and the fact that she
made the time to talk to them and to listen. And staff had
huge respect and liking for her because she worked so
constructively and effectively with us.
[Jacquie Campbell, former Assistant Director, Housing
& Neighbourhoods, City of London]
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At a time when party politics can appear
increasingly toxic, it is a strength of local
government in the City that the vast majority of City
councillors do not operate on a party-political basis.
It is vital that, on issues affecting local residents and
workers, as well as stakeholders in other areas
managed by the City Corporation - from housing
estates to open spaces - Councillors should be able
to work together to determine the best outcomes,
irrespective of the differences they may have in
political viewpoint and ideology.
The issues currently facing Farringdon Within are
numerous, ranging from national and global
problems (climate change, poor air quality,
homelessness, the uncertainties related to Brexit)
to the very specific challenges surrounding the
advent of Crossrail, the Barts Square development,
relocations of Museum and Market, and the
emergence of the Culture Mile, all bringing
increased footfall and transport ‘corridors’ to the
area.
All these issues need to be handled with sensitivity,
in a non-partisan and collaborative spirit, but with a
willingness to ask difficult questions, raise
appropriate objections and hold developers and
planners to account. I will do this.

